Studies of quinacrine and of tetracycline for non-surgical female sterilization.
The transcervical quinacrine pellet method developed by Zipper and co-workers is potentially a much needed safe, inexpensive, and effective non-surgical method of female sterilization. This method utilizes an intrauterine device inserter to deposit 250 mg of quinacrine hydrochloride as pellets in the uterine cavity. No complications or side effects, other than temporary pain and oligomenorrhea, have been reported. Tetracycline has an established track record for safety. It also has been reported to have properties similar to quinacrine as a sclerosing agent, with potential as a non-surgical method using the quinacrine insertion technique. To expand the experience with quinacrine and to study tetracycline as an alternative, studies were undertaken under the auspices of the Indian Rural Medical Association in Calcutta, India. During the period 14 August, 1979 to 28 June, 1984, 414 women received three insertions of 200 mg of quinacrine. There were 29 failures and a three-year life table failure rate of 8.5. During the period 25 April, 1984 to 28 December 1984, 55 women received three insertions of 200 mg of tetracycline. By 1 June, 1986 there were 32 failures among the 55 cases for a failure rate of 58%. A more recent study using a single dose of 1000 mg of tetracycline also produced unacceptably high failure rates.